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Tornadoes
in the USA

 

n November 2002, as 
many as 70 tornadoes 

‘touched down’ across 
Tennessee, Mississippi, 
Alabama, Pennsylvania and 
Ohio in eastern USA, killing 
36 people. Tennessee was 
the worst-affected state with 
17 deaths. In Pennsylvania, 
where one person was killed, 
winds reached up to 
250 kilometres per hour. The 
storm system stretched from 
the Gulf of Mexico to the 
Great Lakes and is considered 
the worst to hit ‘Tornado 
Alley’ for three years.

 

1.

 

Using the outline map of the USA above and 
pages 158–159 of the 

 

Atlas of Discovery

 

, 
mark the names of the states affected by the 
tornadoes in November 2002.

 

2.

 

Use the map of tornado risk to the right to 
complete the following:
(a) Shade the states you have marked on the 

map according to the risk level/s indicated.
(b) According to the risk map, when have 

there been other tornado outbreaks in 
any of these states?  ..................................

 

3.

 

Study the graph on page 153 of the 

 

Atlas of 
Discovery 

 

and answer the following:

 

(a) What is the average number of reported 
tornadoes in the month of November? 
.......................................................................

(b) What is the average number of deaths in 
the month of November?  .........................

(c) What
months have greatest average numbers 
of:
(i) tornadoes? .............................................

(ii) deaths caused by tornadoes? ...............
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Atlas of Discovery

 

, pp. 153, 158–159

Tornado Outbreak
22–3 Feb 1998

Tupelo-Gainsville
5–6 April 1936

Northern Alabama
March 1932

Super Outbreak
3–4 April 1974

Great Tri-State
18 March 1925

Edmonton
July 1987

Regina
June 1912

Palm Sunday
April 1965

Super Outbreak
3–4 April 1974

Tornado Outbreak
April 1947

Ohio Valley
June 1944

Highest
High
Medium
Low

Risk of tornadoes

Major tornado outbreak 0 300

Pleasant Grove 
8 April  1998

Tornado Outbreak
March 1952

Wichita Outbreak
May 1999

Oklahoma City Outbreak
May 1999
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