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With the arrival of Europeans in 1788, the civil and political rights of Indigenous people were progressively eroded.
Sometimes this was done deliberately, using brutal force. Sometimes it occurred as a result of neglect or ignorance.

Particularly over the last 40 years or so, Indigenous people, and many non-Indigenous supporters, have been fighting
back to reclaim these rights. The timelines depicted on the next two pages record some of the key events in the process.
It is a useful resource to check when wanting to see where various 'pieces of Australian Indigenous history' fit in the
overall scheme of things.

Examine the timelines on the next two pages carefully and complete the following activities:
1. Find five examples of the clear denial of Indigenous civil and political rights.

.......................................................................................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................................................................................

2. When was the first official protest by Indigenous people held, and who were the key players?
.......................................................................................................................................................................................
.......................................................................................................................................................................................

3. What have been the three policy approaches of the Australian Government towards Indigenous people, and when
did the changes occur?
.......................................................................................................................................................................................
.......................................................................................................................................................................................
.......................................................................................................................................................................................

4. Name three Indigenous people whose personal achievements have helped to boost the efforts of their people in
reclaiming their dignity and rights as citizens of this country. Describe their achievements.
.......................................................................................................................................................................................
.......................................................................................................................................................................................
.......................................................................................................................................................................................
.......................................................................................................................................................................................
.......................................................................................................................................................................................
.......................................................................................................................................................................................

5. Name three actions that have been initiated by government agencies or the people of Australia in endeavouring to
address the wrongs of the past towards Indigenous people. Describe why each is significant.
.......................................................................................................................................................................................
.......................................................................................................................................................................................
.......................................................................................................................................................................................
.......................................................................................................................................................................................
.......................................................................................................................................................................................
.......................................................................................................................................................................................

6. Of those items listed on the timelines, which do you think is the most significant in terms of the Indigenous fight back
for civil and political rights. Why?
.......................................................................................................................................................................................
.......................................................................................................................................................................................
.......................................................................................................................................................................................
.......................................................................................................................................................................................
.......................................................................................................................................................................................
.......................................................................................................................................................................................
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Indigenous rights reclaimed — 1901 to 1967

1908
Invalid and Old Age Pension
Act — but Aboriginal people
not entitled to benefits

1901
Federation of Australia — States
given control of Indigenous
matters; Aborigines not to be
counted in national census

1937
Government policy for Indigenous people changes
— from protection (see SOSE Alive 3, pp. 14–15,
20–1, 83) to assimilation (encouraging them to
adopt European culture and way of life)

1948
Commonwealth Nationality and Citizenship
Act — all Australians, including Aborigines,
classified as Australian citizens

1967
Australian voters approve a Commonwealth referendum
proposal — Constitution changed to allow Indigenous
people to be counted in national census and Federal
Government given authority to make laws for Indigenous
people (till then purely a State responsibility) (see SOSE
Alive 3, p. 189; SOSE Alive History 2, p. 180)

1965
Charles Perkins organises ‘Freedom rides’ in New
South Wales (see SOSE Alive History 2, p. 180)

1964
FCAA becomes Federal Council for the Advancement of
Aborigines and Torres Strait Islanders (FCAATSI)

1962
Indigenous people in WA, Qld and NT given the right to
vote in federal elections

1957
Federal Council for the Advancement of
Aborigines (FCAA) and National Aborigines Day
Observance Committee (NADOC) set up

1949
Commonwealth Electoral Act — gave most
Indigenous people in Tas., Vic., NSW and SA
the right to vote in federal elections

1966
Gurindji people on cattle station at Wave
Hill, NT go on strike over poor
living/working conditions and wages. Marked
the start of a 10-year struggle to obtain rights
to their traditional lands.

1965
Government policy for Indigenous people changes
again — from assimilation to integration (i.e.
recognising the co-existence of Indigenous culture
with European culture and the right of Indigenous
people to have more say in how they wish to live)

1963
Bark petition to Federal Parliament by
Yolngu elders from Yirrkala (Arnhem
Land, NT). Failure of this appeal marked
the start of Indigenous activism for land
rights. (see SOSE Alive History 2, p. 188)

1961
Australian Institute of Aboriginal
Studies set up in Canberra

1953
Four-year atomic testing program begun by
Australian/British governments near Maralinga
(SA) on traditional Indigenous lands

1950
First formal schools for Indigenous
children in Northern Territory

1945
Start of attitude change towards Indigenous
people, many of whom had fought alongside
white Australians during the war. Strike called by
Indigenous cattle workers (Port Hedland, WA)
for fairer wages.

1938
Day of Mourning (Australia Day,
26 January) (See SOSE Alive 3, p. 188;
SOSE Alive History 2, p. 37)
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Indigenous rights reclaimed — 1968–2004

References: SOSE Alive 3 and SOSE Alive History 2 (various pages as specified on the timelines)

1971
First Aboriginal person becomes member of Federal
Parliament (Senator Neville Bonner); Aboriginal flag
flown for the first time

1968
Commonwealth Office of
Aboriginal Affairs set up

1976
Indigenous man (Sir Douglas Nicholls) becomes
South Australia’s governor; Truganini’s remains
returned to Tasmania from a British museum and
cremated (see SOSE Alive 3, pp. 20–1)

2002
Inaugural Sydney Dreaming Festival held

1999–2000
Hundreds of thousands of Australians join
reconciliation parades around the country

1996
High Court decision on the Wik Case — turning
point in Australian law for native title (see SOSE
Alive History 2, p. 189)

1994
Cathy Freeman wins two gold medals at
Commonwealth Games and displays the
Aboriginal flag while running her victory lap

1993
Native Title Act becomes law (see SOSE Alive
History 2, p. 189); AFL footballer Gavin
Wanganeen wins the Brownlow medal

1992
High Court decision on Mabo appeal recognising native
title of people of Mer (in Torres Island) (see SOSE
Alive 3, pp. 7, 189; SOSE Alive History 2, p. 188)

1989
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Commission set up

1987
Four-year-Royal Commission into
Aboriginal Deaths in Custody begins

1984
Charles Perkins (see 1965 entry on the timeline)
becomes the first Indigenous person to head a
federal government department; the Ella brothers
go to Britain as part of the Wallabies rugby team

1976
Aboriginal Land Rights Act (NT) grants land
ownership rights to Indigenous people in NT;
Indigenous people start receiving royalties from
mining companies for mining their land

1972
Aboriginal tent embassy set up on the lawns in front of
Parliament House (see SOSE Alive History 2, pp. 188);
Commonwealth Department of Aboriginal Affairs set
up (see SOSE Alive 3, p. 189)

2004
Indigenous groups from Victoria’s north-west decide to work
together to expedite resolution of their claims to native title

2000
Cathy Freeman’s win of the gold medal for the 400-metre
race in the Sydney Olympics unites the country in pride

1997
First year National Sorry Day was commemorated
— held annually ever since

1995
National Enquiry into the Separation of Aboriginal and Torres
Strait Islander Children from their Families (the ‘Stolen
Generation’) (see SOSE Alive History 2, pp. 126–7)

1991
Council for Aboriginal Reconciliation set up to promote
reconciliation between Indigenous people and the wider
community (see SOSE Alive History 2, pp. 169, 188)

1988
Widespread Indigenous protests at Australia’s
Bicentenary celebrations; Indigenous man, Burnum
Burnum, lands on a beach in England, claiming the land
there for Aboriginal people

1986
Indigenous television service begins operating in
central Australia

1985
Uluru (formerly Ayers Rock) handed back to its
traditional owners, the Mutitjulu people

1981
Pitjantjatjara people of SA gain land rights; Macquarie
University sets up its first course in Aboriginal history

1978
Indigenous woman, Pat O’Shane,
graduates with a law degree


